Comparison of lead dislodgment and pocket infection rates after pacemaker implantation in the operating room versus the catheterization laboratory.
To assess and compare the rates of lead dislodgment and pocket infection in patients having procedures performed in the operating room versus those performed in the cardiac catheterization laboratory, we reviewed the records of 85 adult patients who underwent 88 procedures, all performed by one surgical team and having complete follow-ups at our institution from October 8, 1979, through November 7, 1986. Forty-five patients underwent 46 procedures in the operating room, and 40 patients underwent 42 procedures in the cardiac catheterization laboratory. There was one instance of ventricular lead dislodgment noted among the 48 leads implanted in the operating room and one instance of ventricular lead dislodgment among the 58 leads implanted in the cardiac catheterization laboratory. No instances of atrial lead dislodgment were noted. No instances of pocket infection were noted among the 46 procedures performed in the operating room or in the 42 procedures performed in the cardiac catheterization laboratory. We conclude that pacemaker implantation can be performed with equivalent safety and effectiveness in the cardiac catheterization laboratory and in the operating room.